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Id choosing between these operations the choice lies between an operation 
precise and direct and one that is indirect and probable. 

There is no great difference in the danger of the tivo operations, and the 
surgeon capable of resecting the sympathies is equally capable of perform¬ 
ing excision, and in an equally short operation. The methods must, then, 
be judged by the results they produce. 

One of the champions of the section of the sympathetics says: 

1. Basedow’s disease is modified and also cured by this operation. 

2. The tachycardia is diminished and disappears after the resection of the 
sympathetics. 

3. The goitre diminishes and disappears, though somewhat more slowly 
than the exophthalmia. 

Thyroidectomy, in four cases in which it has been employed, has produced 
radical results, not simply ameliorations. And what is better, it suppresses 
in eight to ten days the tachycardia, over which the section of the surgical 
sympathetic has no power. That is, it acts immediately upon one of the 
most grave symptoms of the disease. 

The first case operated upon over ten years ago is in perfect health to-day, 
with no symptoms of relapse, while another is equally well after four years.* 

Trephining of the Mastoid for Mastoid Disease; No Belief; Subse¬ 
quent Treatment with Antistreptococcus Serum; Becovery.— Piuxgle 
(British Medical Journal , January 15,1898) reports the interesting case of a 
man, aged twenty-two years, who had a temperature of 102.5° F. when 
admitted to the hospital, and whose temperature remained high, while the 
only symptoms shown were pain in the occiput, with retraction of the head 
and pain and stiffness of the erector spin® muscles. The head was shaved 
and an ice-bag applied. Potass, bromide, gr. x, every four hours, was 
ordered. He still complained of great pain, and the temperature rose to 
103.2° F.; he objected to the ice-bag. The pupils were regular; the abdo¬ 
men was not retracted; there was no paralysis, but he did not speak dis¬ 
tinctly. There was, sixteen days after admission, a copious discharge of pus 
from the ear, following a fall in temperature. The patient was still very 
irritable, semi-delirious, and very noisy. The head was still retracted. 

The following day the antrum was trephined and considerable bare bone 
discovered. The condition remained about the same, with a continued high 
temperature that denoted the presence of pus, while an optic neuritis, with 
engorgement of the retinal vessels, was discovered. 

The author determined to employ the antistreptococcus serum. Under its 
influence the patient continued to improve, and was finally discharged. 
The only signs remaining were a slight thickness of speech and slight paral¬ 
ysis of the right upper eyelid. During his convalescence it was discovered 
that he had previously had a discharge from the right ear. 

The particularly interesting points of the case are: 1. The optic neuritis 
and its subsequent total disappearance. 2. The treatment by the antistrep¬ 
tococcus serum. Whether improvement was due to the serum is difficult to 
say, but all improvement took place after its use was commenced. 
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Trachoma Treated with Applications of Iodine.—E. A. Nesnamoff 
(Charkow) has for three years employed solutions of iodine in liquid petro¬ 
leum preparations or in glycerin in the treatment of various forms of trachoma. 

He claims that every form of the disease is curable by its persistent use. 
Not only are the granules absorbed and pannus cured, but even old scars of 
the lid are so altered that they no longer injure the cornea. If there is much 
secretion he uses the glycerin solutions, hut for the greater number of cases 
prefers the petrolatum. The former mixes freely with the secretion; but 
the latter is more effective if the conjunctival surface has first been wiped 
with absorbent cotton. 

Commencing with the A per cent, solution, the strength may be later in¬ 
creased even to 3 or 4 per cent. Applications are made daily, or less fre¬ 
quently, the lids being thoroughly everted and held open for a little time to 
prevent the iodine from injuring the cornea, or from being quickly neutral¬ 
ized by the secretion. 

Iodine is soluble to the extent of about 1$ per cent in either of the sub¬ 
stances mentioned. If a stronger solution is desired it must be obtained by 
adding sufficient alcohol to the glycerin, or of ether to the petrolatum. Such 
solutions should be kept in well-stoppered bottles iu the dark, and must be 
frequently renewed to maintain their strength .—Ccntralbfott fur praklische 
Augenheilkunde, vol. xxi., No. 8. 

[Many strong astringents and caustics have been demonstrated to possess 
such positive value in the treatment of trachoma that experiment with a 
new one is always in order; and the proposed method of applying iodine is 
distinctly superior to other methods that have been previously tried and 
found of little value.—E d.] 

Membranous Keratitis.— Dransart (Somain) believes, with Thiebaut, 
that primary pseudo-membranous keratitis should be recognized as a distinct 
disease. He reports two cases, one occurring in a man, the other in a woman, 
and from observation of these, with the two cases reported by ThiObaut, he 
concludes that the condition may be due ent : rely to the diphtheria bacillus, 
to an association of this with the pneumococcus, or that it may be due to a 
staphylococcus or streptococcus infection. It occurs in an acute form, run¬ 
ning its course in’three weeks, or in a more chronic form, with irregular acute 



